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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TIE  PI  CAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 
1939. 

*  .  .  *  • 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 


Nodical  Officer  of. Health  E.J.  O'KEEFFE,  B.A.,  M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector  E.  SEYMOUR,  M.R.S.I. 

Certified  Meat  &  Food  Inspector. 

Health  Visitor  MISS  O'BRYEN  HODGE . 

(Dorset  County  Council 
appointment. ) 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  also  holds  the  appointments  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  Ware  ham  Borough  Council,  Warehan.  and 
Furbeck  Rural  District  Council,  and  Assistant  Medical  Officer  to 
Dorset  County  Council. 


Public  realth  Office, 

12a.  Institute  Road, 

Swanar  e . 


T'r.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  annual  Report  on 
the  'ealth  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Swamp e  Urban 
District  for  the  year  1939. 

The  Report,  whilst  similar  in  outline  to  those  of  previous 
years,  is,  in  accordance  with  the  directions  in  the  Ministry 
of  health  Circulars,  much  curtailed. 

The  principle  features  of  the  year  under  review  have  been 
the  holding  of  a  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  in  respect  of 
Clearance  ^reas  under  the  Housing  net  1S3G,  the  presentation 
of  a  Special  Report  to  the  Council  on  the  flooding  of  the  Towns 
Sewers;  the  adoption  of  a  scheme  for  Immunisation  of  children 
against  Diphtheria,  and  the  provision  by  the  Council  in 
conjunction  with  Uarehan  Borough  Council,  "far  ©ham  and  Furbeclc 
Rural  District  Council,  and  Dorset  County  Council,  of  a  Central 
Office  with  clerical  assistance  at  Swanago  for  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  yourselves  for  your 
consideration  and  support,  and  also  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  his  co-operation  and  the  efficient  manner  in  which  has  has 
carried  out  his  many  duties  during  the  year. 


I  an.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

r 

% 

E.J.  O'KEEFFE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


STATISTIC S  Aim  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  Tig:  AREA  - 

ia‘ea,  -  2760  aci'es,  with  a  further  31  acres  of  foreshore* 

6031 
6406 


Population.  Registrar  General's  estimate  of 

(a'  Resident  Population,  Mid.  1G39  ...  ...a. . 
M  Average  Population  appropriate  to 

the  calculation  of  death  rates  . . 


Humber  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of 
.a be  booh 

Rateable  value  . . . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  .  .. 


■according  to  the 

c»»*i)*#*ftooiac>9oc0OOA 

*  o  o  o  «  •'  A-*oa<Jcr>TOs/eo^« 


£7 


1S26 

3,330 

£290 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total. 

M. 

F, 

Live  Births )Legitinate 

52 

20 

32  j.Girth  rate  per 

1,000 

)l llegitinate 
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- 

1  )estinated  resi 
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8.78 
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)and  still) 

)births  ....... 

.  18.5 

Deaths 

82 

36 

46  ) Death  rate  per 

1,000 

) estimated  aver 

age 

) population  ... 

12*8 

live  births •  (For  the  purpose  of  calculation  of  infant  and  maternal 

inert* ’.lit") 

*/  • 

rn  ^  4_  ”!  -p 

I  0  -./ot  J_  *  1  s  A  (h 

Legitimate  ...  56  22  34 

Illegitimate  ...  1  -  1 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings 
0  oner  a  1 '  s  short  list'1  :  - 

29  and  50  of  the  Registrar 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

Deaths . 

(live  and  still)  births. 

No*  29,  Fuorperal  Sepsis.  Nil 

No.  50.  Other  Puerperal 

Nil 

c au scs  o..eoo.o.«  Nil 

Nil 

j. otal  o,*.ocj.o9«  bxl 

Nil 

Heath  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .......  .............. .  87.  V 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ....  71.4 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  1,000*0 


Deaths  f ram  Cancer  ( all  ages  )  ......... 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ........  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  agos  )  .  1 

Deaths,  from  Diarrhoea  (all  ages)  .......  Nil 


3j —  'iL,  >0  utn. 


Infant  and  Maternal  Mortality  Ratos 
during  the  Your 
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40 
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i 
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| 

12.8 

37.7 

I 
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.J 

11  il  !  Nil 

There  wore  no  specially  noteworthy  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidit 
during  the  year,  nor  any  conditions  of  occupation  or  environment  which 
would  appear  to  have  a  prejudicial  effect  on  healths  • 


C-ER3Ihi.L  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  ESP  TITS  iiPEA 


There  was  no. change  during  the  yoar  on  the  services  provided  in 

i  J  ejj.’O'l* 

S.JfETLP.Y  CIRCUl (STJuTCE-3  ^F  THE  AREA. 


^tci  Supply. 


The  source  of  water  supply  to  tho  area  is  the  some  as  in  the 
previous  yoar s  ’  . 

The  supply  from  the  Corfo  Castle  and  TTlwoll  Springs  was  chlorinate 
throughout  tho  yoar* 

Samples  of  water  were  taken  regularly  and  bacteriological 
e nomination  was  carried  out  at  tho  County  Laboratory*  .  . 


Ho.  of  Water 

•  Semples  Examined 

• 

Onrfo  Castle 

Source 

Ulwell 

Source 

Untreated 

Troated 

Untreated 

Troated 

rri 

o, 

J 

cl 

_ 

i 

m  | 

I 

:  i 

i 

:  . 

51 

Total  2To *  of  samples  examined  -  165. 

Samples  of  water  trie  on  after  chlorination  wero  of  a  high  standard 
of  purr uy,  while  samples  taken  at  the  source  indicated  tho  need  for 
continuous  treainont . 

Turinf  tho  yoar  the  Council  had  under  consideration  the  best  menus 
of  carrying  out  the  recommendations  contained  in  Hr.  3.V .  Suqkll ng ’ s 
runort  of  Soptembor  1958;,  for  ensuring  an  adequate;  supply  of  pure  water 
under  all  circumstances  * 


Total  number  of  inspections  . 2,765 

Hunter  cf  informal  notices  . . .  .61 

conpliod- with  . 101 

outstanding  . . -,o 

Funbor  of  s  tatutory  notices  *•••.,. . -  * . . .  >  . .  . .  lp 

.  "  conpliod  'with  in 

T  r  a  i nap o  and  3  cwo r  ago. 

Serious  flood inf  of  the  sowers  occurred  on  the  26th.  and  50th.  of 
•aU  fst  following  heavy  rainstoms . 

'iris  vas  nc.do  the  subject  of  a  special  report  to  the  Council  in 
a  -  lied;  it  v/a  s  point  o  d  ou  c  t  hot :  - 

Th  areas  affected  by  flooding  with  sewage  Wore  how  -Swanago 
district  and  the  Victoria  Ay.onuo  area*  That;  the  c.auso  of  tho  flooding 
a  1  reared  to  bn  duo  to :  •• 

a)  Tho  largo  volume  of  storm,  water  which  cane  down  the  valley 
following  a  rainstorm 

(b )  ' The' inadequate  sice  and  defective  levels  of  tho  sowers* 

(c)  The  entrance  of  tho  sewage  from  the  Old  Swanago  area  into  tlio 
1  f  -  ----  sowqr  tends  tc  cause  backing  up  of  sowago  in  the  How  Swanago 

s  ewer » 

That  tho  practice  of  allowing  tho  stern  water  to  enter  the  sowers 
v  loh  arc  inadequate  in  siso  to  deal  with  the  .sow#* age  increases  the 
liability’  .'to  ‘flooding*  .  . 

It  was  indicated  that  owing  to  the  outbroak  of  war  a  major  schono 
for  tho  'rob  oris  true  ti  on  of  the  sewerage  system,  would  not  be  possible, 
but  it  was  /coo  enm  ended  as  a  temporary  noasuro  to  prevent  flooding,  that 
op'-ess  ItroCtn  water  should  bo  discharged  into  the  Swanago  and  U Two 11 
3i‘roans  and  on  to  the  f'oreshoro. 

Tho  Council  directed  that  a  survey  of  the  existing  s-ewerage  system 
should  bo  made* 

Flooding  of  the  Swann  o  stream  ecctirrod'  on  tho  night  of  the  2 .id* 

•J-  pt amber  f  c  3  lowing  a,  rains  tome  The  stream  overflowed  and  flooding 
ocp.nfr  bd  iii  the  lower  control  part  of  tho  town  of  business  promises 

and  hbtSoS* 

IToi.s  5  up  rioaranco  Ardors . 

Curing  the  year  a  line  stry.  of  Ho  alt  h.  Inquiry  was  held  in  respect 
of  13  Clcaranco  nr  oar  campr- «ing  59  houses*  There  wore  38  objections 
t  'o  order  in  those  aroas «  In  a!3  cases  tho  order  was  confimoc. 
v/i thout  modification,  oxc.opt  in  tho  caso  of  fivo  houses.*  In  rospoct 
of  four  of  those  irn  dor  takings  wore  accepted  to  render  the  houses  fit 

■  5  .  ha’;  tation,  and  in  one  case  ai  undertake  1  ;  was  ;ivqn  that  tho 
t  be  used  for  human  hobitatio  i  but  for  business  purposes 

only*  ' 

Inspection  of  Thro  3  ling -ileus  os  during  tho  Yoar_ 

1.  'o )  Total  Ho.1  of  .dwelling -houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(mdor  Put  lie  Health  or  Housing  nccs  )  571 

(’  ;  Ho.  of  inspections  made  for  tho  purpose  . .  5C5 

1-  (a)  No.  of  -dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (l)  above) 
which  were  inspectod-  and  recorded  under  tho  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations  1925  and  1932  ................  _pQ 

('.  1  Ho.  of  inspections  node  for  tho  purpose  .......  1. .....  s  240 

Ho.  of  dv.'olling -houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  bo  unfit  for  human  habitation  14 

Nd.  of  dwelling-houses  /exclusive  of  those  .-of erred  cc  undo; 
tho  proceeding  sub-head '  found  tc  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . .  lo 


Renody  of  Ref octs  during  tho  year  without  Service 

of  Femul  Noticos. 


No*  of  dofoctivo  dwelling-houses  rondorod  fit  in  consequonco 
of  informal  action  by  tho  Local  .authority  or  their  Officors*  70 

.Lxction  under  Statutory  ioTvrors  durinr  the  Years 

(a)  Irocoo'dings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  .act, 

1936. 


1-  .No.  of  dwol ling -houses  in  rospoct  of  which  notices  wore 

served  requiring  repairs  ......  . . .  20 

2.  No*  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rondorod  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices 

a .  By  Ownors  . . .  20 

b*  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ............ 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  net* 


1*  ITo.  of  dwelling -houses  in  respoct  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ....................  95 

2.  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices':  - 

a.  By  Owners  . . .  95 

b.  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ............ 


(o')  Proceedings  under  Soctions  11  and  13  of  tho  Housing  Act,  1936. 


1.  No.  cf  dwelling-houses  in  rosnoct  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  nade  . .  35 

2.,  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  . .  . . .  6 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  tho  Housing  .act,  1936. 

No.  of  soparato  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  rospoct  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  made  . .  2 

housing  act,  1936  (Part  IV.)  Overcrowding . 


(a)  1,  No.  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  ........  .......  2 

2.  No.  of  families  dwelling  therein  . . 1 

3.  No.  of  ■persons  dwelling  therein  . . 16 

(b)  No.  of  now  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  tho  year  >.  2 

(c)  1.  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ......  10 

2c  No-  of  such  persons  concerned  in  such  casos  ................  50 


New  Houses. 


Total  No.  of  New  Houses  erected  during  1939  by  tho  Local 
Authority  .................................................  46 

No »  of  Houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  .................  171 


Approximate  No.  of  working  class  houses  in  District  ........  1,000 

INSPECTION  alTD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

Frequent  visits. wore  made  to  dairy  farms  and  other  dairy  promises 
in  the  district  during  tho  year.  Twenty-one  informal  notices  in 
respect  of  defects  were  sent  to  owners  of  dairies,  all  of  which  were 
complied  with* 

A  marked  improvement  in  the  method  of  milk  production;  was 
effected . 


Total  No.  of  visits  made 


. .  *  144 


Hunbor  of  snnplos 

!t  !T  1! 


of  ur  r t  ■'  3d.  nilk  talc  )i  .  . .  . 
considered  satisfactory  » .  . 


O  •  0  (I  o  '  o 


unsatisfactory  •  <■  -  *  - ° «  *  *  °  •  j 


T'  . Ik  (Special  r  jsi. gnat:, ons  )  Order ?  1936 > 

'ash  .1  .ri s c d  hi Ik. 

Popular  'visits  wer  o  nado  during  the  year  to  pastouj.  a.sj.p'  ,  ... 1 
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hnents  in  tho  district* 
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0  0 

>  A 
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in  which  the 

bac 

tor  la 

per 

nil 
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was  not  r i 
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1005^00  o  v  ©  o  i 
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c.  v  0  0 
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: {eat  and  Food  Inspection. 


Humber  of  visits  to  Slaughterhouses 
"  ”  ”  ”  lie  at  Shops 


Fish  Shops  .... 


«  •  c  o  o  a  o 

...  ...... •“•a 

0»*O»O''0C«<»tto0W  •'  O  ■» 

i  ■!  51  i!  Balcohous  os  *  •  °  •  °  •  * c  ° 

Visits  to  f'ther  Food  Shops  . . . 

The  total  cnount  of  neat  condemned  during  the  year  was  3.. 67.1  Lbs, 
ndu  it  era  cion. 

The  following  particulars  cf  samples  taker,  in  the  district  u 


tho  Food  and  T'rugs 
Of fi cere 


let  1936,  were  supplied  by  the  County  lledi' 


T ascription  of  sampi: 


Humber  of  samples 
obtainod 


Humber  of  s-r 
reported  ago.: 


Button 

^  Ko  o  c  :i 
A'  I  *0  o  o 

Cream  of  Tartar 
Iodine,  Tincture  of. 
Jar don 
hamala&e 

i  sinal  paraffin 
Yi  13  c 

If. Ik  (Condensed) 
p; .. lr.i  no ,  joononiatod 

Tincture  of . 

Sausage 

Sweets 


1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

V 

1 

12 

i 


]_ 

2 

i 


'•-^ALS 


24 


Action 


taken  with  regard  to  samples  adversely  roper  wed  u  -.on 


■ausage 

al  sample,  '  t  J  d  305.4  parts  i  <  r  aillioi  yi 
odsc'lared ‘preservative  expressed  as  Sulphur  dioxide. 

Cor  roe  ponding  formal  sample.-  Contained  ^2  pares  per  ru.- 
icTlarod  preservative  expressed  as  Sulphur  Pi oxide* 

Seller  prosecuted  and  fined  5 A- 


C  7  \ 
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[  Lunisatini  .  .  st  diphtheria  was  introduced!  ;d  •  -/-r 


>  '■  a 


f.lirou  rf  •  rmsehcol  aru  and  school  ago  woro  inrrnf  1  ec:  ■  0l* 

-  it  th  -  'Toll  iro  Contra  and  at  the  Sc  tools  be  tho  Morris, 
f  :  Maltha  In  addition  prophylactic  material  war  supplied  fr  oJ» 
:z u":  f  to  nod?  cal  -or aeti tinners  in  tho  district* 


Yin  •inn  iris?  n; ;  o.goro.  usee.  rr..: 

'ivor  at  fortnight?./  intervals • 

1?  of  V22  c  bi  Idro-n  were  imurisodc 
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nr  or  t>  y*.'> 
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•  School:  •  Wolf  a  ro  Centre  - 
a 3 c Itio  1 s 


39 

58 


S , 

58 


0  O  . 


:v.  0  or  on  loses  © 


.■TV, 


0  o.nuaon  -as  uocossarv  during  'ono  year  under  dee » 

..  ...  do  Act  ?.95-  .  or  under  The  Public  Health  \ F.-: svent:  ro  of 
'  ;  erv  tests  ;  modulations  1935. 


Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  all  deaths  during 
1959  : - 
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45 
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65  and  upwards 

i — !  i — 1  i — 1 

1 

l 

l 

1 

TOTALS 

L L 

- 

1 

— 

2 

1 

- 

- 

One  case  (fenale  ared  53  years)  who  died  fron  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  had  not  previously  been  notified  as  suffering  fron  the 

disease. 


Cases  of  Tuberculosis  remaining  on  the  Register  of  notifications  on 
31st..  December  1939 


Pulmonary 

Lon-i-u  lnonary 

Total 

Cases 

hales 

Females 

Total 

T'ales 

Females 

Total 

11 

5 

16 

6 

5 

11 

27 

FACTORIES  iiCT,  1937. 


Twenty-one  inspections  of  factories  were  made,  and  five  notices 
were  issued  all  of  which  were  complied  with. 
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